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   The battle for the family in 
the 21st century will never be 
more important! The nuclear 
family is becoming a relic of 
the past and while it still re-
mains the biblical ideal, fewer 
and fewer families are experi-
encing it. In fact, fewer of the 
students that come to our 
schools understand what this 
looks like, too. 

 

   For this reason, Christian 
educators, both in the church 
and in the classrooms of 
higher education, need to stay 
abreast of the latest trends 
that are shaping this phe-
nomenon. Our speakers at the 
Atlanta conference will pro-
vide a good deal of informa-
tion on this subject. But per-
haps more importantly, they 

will provide instruction for us 
as to how we as professors can 
take these new trends into 
consideration as we instruct 
and educate this new genera-
tion of students. 

 

   One of the bene-
fits of the 2008 
conference is that 
each of our speakers 
comes with a dedi-
cated passion based 
on many years of 
applied experience. 
Each is a dedicated 
professional in this field and 
stands face-to-face with fami-
lies every week. They know 
the issues first hand ï no ab-
stract theories here! Theory 
applied to real-life living is 
what this conference is all 
about. 

 

   The Atlanta conference will 
be about taking theory and 
applying to practice. Dr. Jim 
Burns is one of the nationôs 
leading authorities in the field 

of family dynamics. 
For many years he 
focused primarily 
on the issues im-
pacting Americaôs 
youth. In recent 
years he has broad-
ened his focus by 
addressing the com-
plexities of the 
family. He is a 

popular conference speaker, 
author, and radio host. His 
programs are heard all over 
North America each week. He 
provides leadership to Home-
word Ministries and leads in 
areas of research and develop-
ment regarding ministry tools 
and resources. 

(Continued on page 4) 

   Consider attending the pre-
conference meeting of CAFÉ 
(Children and Family Educa-
tors) on Thursday, Oct. 16.  
Sessions begin at 8:30 a.m. 
with a continental breakfast 
and conclude by 2:30 pm. 
Lunch will be provided by 
Rorheim Institute, a ministry 

of Awana.  

   For more information, con-

tact: 

Dr. John K. Crupper 
johnc@awana.org 
630-540-4689 

Been to the CAFÉ? 

 
The Changing Face of the 21st Century Family 

Special points of interest: 

Election of new Board members 

will occur at our conference this 

Fall.  See page 4 for information 

on qualifications and how you 

can make a nomination. 

Donôt miss the reflections from 

the 2007 conference on page 3! 

Youôll also find a few pictures of 

activities at the conference in the 

margins of pages 2 and 3. 
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Jim Burns  

   You know the value of 
NAPCE in its mission of 
ñenhancing the intentional 
teaching mission of the 
church.ò  But have you consid-
ered a tax-deductible gift to 
NAPCE (we are a 501c3 or-
ganization!) ð perhaps a gift 
from your estate? 

Investing in 
NAPCEôs Future 
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   When the 20th century 
Church rediscovered the Bibli-
cal truth that every member is 
a minister, it raised the ques-
tion: ñWhy then only ordain 
some ministers?ò  In Christian 
Basics Dorothy and Gabriel 
Fackre answered this question 
by contrasting those with a 
ministry of vitality, exercised 
through the gifts of the Spirit, 
and those with a ministry of 
identity, exercised through an 
office.  Through ordination, 
the Church charges some of 
its members with a special 
responsibility to preserve the 
Churchôs identity ï to keep 
the Church on track. 

 

   St. Paul saw teaching as 
every Christianôs task (Col. 
3:16) and a spiritual gift 
needed for the Bodyôs vitality.  
Christian teachers carry out 
this ministry in small groups, 

Sunday schools, youth groups, 
weekday clubs, and in parent-
ing roles.   

 

   How does our role as profes-
sors relate to this ministry of 
teaching?  I believe we are 
entrusted with a ministry of 
identity.  Professors of Chris-
tian Education are charged 
with keeping the Churchôs 
teaching ministry on track.  
We call attention to teaching 
as a core function of the 
Church.  In our 
ñprofessionalò teaching we 
prepare capable, competent 
leaders for the teaching minis-
try.  Our research seeks to 
understand and share effective 
teaching practices.  In service 
we contribute directly to 
building up the Body through 
teaching and offer an example 
of someone who is ñable to 
teachò (II Timothy 2:24). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Our work helps the Church 
perform its teaching ministry 
well.  This work cannot be 
done in isolation.  The 
NAPCE annual conference 
provides a great opportunity 
for collaboration.  Come to 
Atlanta and be strengthened 
as a teacher, scholar, and ser-
vant of the Church.  Come to 
Atlanta and be enriched and 
encouraged as an ñordained 
teaching minister.ò  Come 
join hands and heart with 
others who share your voca-
tion.  Come. 

ñA study of 3 Sunday schools 
and the diverse leadership styles 
that make them successful.ò  
ñAn evaluation of national 
Christian education events: 
strengths and weaknesses.ò  
ñTransformational teaching: 
How it differs from previous 
teaching.ò 

Material may be edited.  Mate-
rial must have received an 
ñA.ò If selected, it will be 
posted with the name of the 
student, the name of the pro-

   Itôs selfish not to share! 
David C. Cook is looking for 
excellent student papers to 
share with church Christian 
education leaders and volun-
teers. 
   Material must be of interest 
to church leaders or volun-
teers who may not be academ-
ics. Special attention will be 
given to materials that help 
leaders more effectively do 
discipleship. Examples:  

fessor, and the schoolôs name. 
Papers should be submitted to 
Marlene LeFever at 
marlene.lefever@davidccook.o
rg any time during this semes-
ter. The first papers will be 
posted summer 2008. Both 
the author and the professor 
will receive $50 thank-you 
gifts. All material remains the 
property of the student.  

   The NAPCE Research 
Grant is funded by David C. 
Cook Ministries, and awarded 
annually with a total amount 
of $5,000 to be awarded. 

   Additional information on 
the grant program is available 

on the NAPCE website [click 
here].  The deadline for appli-
cations is April 30, 2008. 

   Have a great idea for a 
research project, but lack 
the funds to get it done?  
The NAPCE Research 
Grant may be just what 
you need.   

Need Money for Research? 

David C. Cook to Publish Student Papers Online 

From Our President 

R o b e r t  
D r o v d a h l  

 

Networking Opportunities  

2007 Conference  

Professional Development 

Opportunities  
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